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of human society and forgotten about.

It can at times be argued that such prac-
tices are required for the benefit of the person
and those around them and strong arguments
can be mounted for continued use of such prac-
tices. However, whilst they may be required
in the short term, their use must be continu-
ally reviewed as to if it is in the person’s and
society’s best interests. This is why such prac-
tices are reviewed by tribunals such as Guardi-
anship Boards to ensure that best practices are
being used and the rights of the person with a
disability are being held.

Currently, in Australia most services oper-
ate from a human rights model which endeav-
ours to protect the rights of people with dis-
abilities in our community, a service which en-
deavours to ensure such restrictive practices
are constantly reviewed by appropriate pro-
fessionals (e.g. psychiatrists, psychologists,
occupational therapists): rights which many of
us take for granted, rights such as being able
to go to the shop to buy a soft drink—simple
pleasures in life which many people take for
granted yet which are denied to many people
with disabilities.

As a disability support worker it is my role
to help people regain their place in society.
Sometimes I am leading that person to a place
they do not want to go and the steps we take
are small. Quite often it is necessary to edu-
cate members of the public as to the humanity
of the person who is beside me, for them to
see not the demoniac but the person, and to

help others to confront their fears. At times
part of the journey is my own in confronting
my own fears for this person so that the per-
son who is journeying with me may grow. Of-
ten this process is an educative process for both
myself, the person with a disability and the
wider community. Unlike the miraculous cure
of Jesus, many of the miracles for the people
with whom I work are small miracles achieved
over many years of hard work—a miracle such
as crossing the street, being able to catch the
bus by themselves or independently being able
to communicate through the use of sign lan-
guage. These are miracles of everyday life
which cannot be achieved through ostracising
those with disabilities from society, keeping
them behind closed doors and drugging them
to keep their voices quiet.

Unfortunately, such work is very expen-
sive, time consuming and at times appears to
show very little rewards. However, if we re-
member some of the words of the song, Woman
of the Sacred Heart, ‘in our delight, in our
despair, through the smallest choices of each
day, through the cost to us, hope filled yes, the
courage lived, shows us the way.”* For Mary,
many or the miracles she witnessed in Jesus’
life as he grew up were not big, yet they were
very important milestones for a mother. Simi-
larly, many of the milestones I witness in the
lives of those with whom I work are not big,
but for them are giant steps. It is these small
educative steps which become big steps in time
and lead to freedom.

REFERENCES

Connell, James V. (1989), Understanding Human
Behaviour, New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston, p.10

Mabher, James. (2002), ‘Woman of the Sacred
Heart’ in Heartvoice (C.D.).

NOTES

1 Connell, Understanding Human Behaviour, p.10
2 Challenging behaviour refers to any behaviour
which restricts a person’s wellbeing, the wellbe-
ing of others or the ability to relate to others. Ex-
amples of this can include, hitting one’s head
against a wall (self-injurious behaviour), hitting
or punching other people, refusing to eat or drink
or even something as simple as refusing to shower.
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Some of these examples may not seem to require
intervention, for example the person who refuses
to shower for over a week would develop a strong
body odour and would be offensive to the people
around them thereby preventing the person from
interacting with other people.

3 James Maher. (2002), ‘Woman of the Sacred
Heart’ in the Heartvoice Album
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NEW RELIGIOUS BOOKS BY AUSTRALASIAN AUTHORS

Acting on Conscience: How
can we responsibly mix law,
religion and politics?;
Frank Brennan; University
of Queensland Press; PB
$23.95 [9780702236747];
275pp; 200x130mm; 2007
Study by a Jesuit priest and
human-rights lawyer of
whether there is a place for
personal beliefs in public life,
and of the complexities of the
interaction of law, politics and
religion in Australia. Author
critically examines examples
from Australia and the United
States (as an alternative exam-
ple of a western, democratic
nation). Topics include the war
in Iraq; late-term abortion;
politics and the judiciary; and
same-sex marriage and
parenting. Author argues for
the primary of the individual’s
conscience as the basis for
engagement in a pluralist de-
mocracy. Reissue in smaller
paperback format of a work
first published earlier in 2007.
Endnotes; index. Author is
Professor of Law at the Aus-
tralian Catholic University,
Professor of Human Rights
and Social Justice at the Uni-
versity of Notre Dame, Aus-
tralia, and former Director of
the Uniya Jesuit Social Justice
Centre, Sydney. Previous
books include One Land, One
Nation (1995) and Tampering
with Asylum (2004).

Beds and Blessings in Italy:
A guide to religious hospital-
ity; Federica Polegri (trans-
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lator); St Pauls; PB $29.95
[9781921032059]; 424pp;
230x120mm; 2010

Guide to monasteries, con-
vents and religious houses in
Italy that offer accommoda-
tion to pilgrims, tourists and
student groups. First English-
language adaptation of the
annual Italian guide produced
by the Centro Italiano Sociale
Turismo. The 1400 entries are
grouped according to the 20
regions of Italy, and each en-
try provides address, phone
and fax numbers, email and
website addresses, and a brief
description. Most also record
the management or affiliation,
activities available, what
guests are accepted, details of
the accommodation, other fea-
tures, and tariff details. Sym-
bols indicate whether, for ex-
ample, the location caters for
spiritual activities; confer-
ences and seminars; and has
facilities for the elderly and
people with disabilities. Col-
our photos of most venues;
colour map of Italy; locality
index.

Caritas in Veritate: Integral
Human Development in
Charity and Truth: An en-
cyclical letter; Benedict
XVI; Peter Byrne (reader);
St Pauls; Audio 4-CDs
$32.95 [9781921472381];
Audio 4-CDs + PB $39.95
[9781921472398]; 2009
Unabridged reading of
Caritas in Veritate (Charity in
Truth, 2009), the third
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encycical of Pope Benedict
XVI. Read by Peter Byrne, a
freelance Catholic broadcaster
in Melbourne, who also re-
corded an unabridged edition
of the Pontiff’s first encycli-
cal, Deus Caritas Est (God is
Love, 2005). Presented on a
set of four CDs. Each section
of the text begins on a new
audio track, allowing ease of
access. Also available in a
pack that includes a printed
edition of the encyclical. The
printed edition is also avail-
able separately (ISBN
9781921472336, $9.95).
Does God Live in the Sub-
urbs? What ordinary people
believe; Myer Bloom; Indra
Publishing, dist. by Austral-
ian Book Group; PB $34.95
[9781920787165]; 360pp;
210x140mm; 2007
Presentation of religions and
other spiritual beliefs in Aus-
tralia by means of interviews
with their adherents. Author
interviewed a practising mem-
ber of each religious group
(they are generally
‘laypersons’, rather than ex-
perts, introduced to the author
by officials of the groups).
Each group has a chapter is
which the individual explains
her or his religious beliefs and
practices, reflecting on how
these effect their daily lives,
and speak of how they per-
ceive Australian society and
their place in it. 23 groups are
represented, including all ma-
jor Christian churches. The
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Catholic interviewee is a lay-
woman who has been a pri-
mary school teacher for over
20 years. Also includes a sepa-
rate chapter with Vicki Walker
about Aboriginal Catholic
Ministry (the only Aboriginal
contribution). Notes; index.
Author lives in Melbourne,
and researches in the sociol-
ogy of religion.

Good Night and God Bless:
A guide to convent and mon-
astery accommodation in
Europe: VolumeTwo:
France, United Kingdom,
Ireland; Trish Clark; Paulist
Press (HiddenSpring), USA,
www.goodnightandgodbless.com,
dist. by Rainbow Book
Agencies; PB $32.95
[9781587680571]; 360pp;
210x135mm; 2010

Guide for tourists, travellers
and pilgrims wishing to make
use of accommodation options
in convents, monasteries and
abbeys in Europe. This second
volume of a planned trilogy
focuses on France, United
Kingdom, and Ireland. Pro-
vides details both of places
available simply for accom-
modation and those that offer
spiritual retreats. Detailed in-
formation is provided on the
principal recommended sites,
including places of interest
and food and drink sugges-
tions. Also includes pilgrim-
age suggestions. Basic details
are also provided on other re-
ligious accommodation op-
tions. Some colour photos;
maps; index. The first volume
(published 2008) covered
Austria, the Czech Republic,
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and Italy. Third volume will
cover Germany, Spain and
Eastern Europe. Queensland-
based author is the owner of a
travel marketing business.
Part of the proceeds of the sale
of the book go to the Mary
MacKillop Foundation.

The Grand Experiment:
Two boys, two cultures;
Anouk Ride; Hachette
Australia; PB $25
[9780734409201]; 236pp;
210x135mm; 2007

In 1848, Spanish missionary
Fr Salvado Rosendo, founder
of New Norcia Monastery in
Western Australia, decided to
prove that Aboriginal people
could be educated and ‘civi-
lised’ by taking two local
Nyungar boys to be schooled
in Europe. This account cov-
ers the journey, during a time
of turbulent history, of
Salvado, Conaci (aged seven)
and Dirimera (aged ten) by sea
via South Africa, Ireland, the
United Kingdom, and France,
before the boys finally entered
a monastery in Naples. Also
covers the aftermath of
Salvado’s ‘grand experiment’
and woven into the story is the
author’s account of how she
researched it. Photos; guide to
further information; endnotes;
bibliography. Melbourne au-
thor has worked as a journal-
ist and editor, contributing to
magazines, including New In-
ternationalist.

Julian Tenison Woods: A
life; Mother Mary of the
Cross MacKillop; Margaret
Press RSJ (editor); St Pauls;
PB $29.95 [9781921472442];
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262pp; 220x150mm; 2010
Biography of Fr Woods
(1832-89), best known as the
controversial co-founder of
the Sisters of St Joseph. Writ-
ten by the other co-founder,
Mary MacKillop (1842-1909,
beatified 1995), it was com-
pleted in 1903 but permission
to publish was withheld by
Cardinal Moran. It was first
published in book form in
1997, with the editor contrib-
uting an introduction as well
as marginal comments
throughout MacKillop’s text,
providing additional informa-
tion on the people and events
mentioned and noting differ-
ences in the various type-
scripts. This edition has been
released to coincide with
MacKillop’s canonisation in
2010, and includes a revised
introduction by the editor.
Foreword by Cardinal Clancy
to 1997 edition; chronology;
further reading list; copy of
Moran’s 1903 letter. Editor is
the author of the biography
Julian Tenison Woods (1979,
1994) and a Josephite sister
whose other publications in-
clude a two-volume history of
South Australian Catholics,
From Our Broken Soil (1986)
and Colour and Shadow
(1991).

Mary MacKillop: A spir-
itual model for all; E. J.
Cuskelly MSC; St Pauls; PB
$4.95 [9781921472626];
48pp; 150x105mm; 2010
Essay presenting Mary
MacKillop (1842-1909) as a
spiritual model for all: She
lived in God’s presence,
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brought the Good News to the
poor, walked the way of God’s
will, went the way of the cross,
walked the way of love and
forgiveness, and loved her en-
emies. Originally published as
the final chapter in the au-
thor’s Walking the Way of Je-
sus (1999). Includes brief bi-
ography of MacKillop; photo;
endnotes; guide to further
reading. Author (1924-1999)
was a Missionary of the Sa-
cred Heart, former professor
at Sacred Heart Theological
College, Croydon, Victoria,
and St Paul’s National Semi-
nary, Kensington, NSW, Supe-
rior General of his order, and
an auxiliary bishop of the
Brisbane Archdiocese. Other
works include The Kindness of
God (1965) and No Cowards
in the Kingdom (1969).
Mary MacKillop on Mis-
sion: To her last breath;
Sheila McCreanor RSJ (edi-
tor); Sisters of St Joesph of
the Sacred Heart, PO Box
1508, North Sydney 2059,
www.sosj.org.au; PB $37.95
[9780646522890]; 421pp;
225x155mm; 2009

Third collection of corre-
spondence from and to Mary
MacKillop (1842-1909). This
volume covers the last 20
years of her life, with a par-
ticular focus on the foundation
of the Sisters of St Joseph of
the Sacred Heart in Aotearoa
New Zealand, and covering
MacKillop’s final years after
her stroke in 1902. The other
published volumes of corre-
spondence are Mary and
Flora: Correspondence be-
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tween Mary MacKillop and
her mother (2004) and Mary
MacKillop in Challenging
Times: 1883-1899 (2006); all
are arranged and edited by
Sheila McCreanor. Foreword
by Katrina Brill, Congrega-
tional Leader, Sisters of St
Joseph, 2002-2008. Photos;
editor’s footnotes; references
and further reading. Author is
a Josephite sister. Previous
books include Sainthood in
Australia: Mary MacKillop
and the print media (2001).
Poems to the Creator;
Shelagh Goonewardene;
Devinda Theo Goone-
wardene (photographer);
Typeforce, 40 McCubbin St,
Burwood 3125; PB $15
[9780980549102]; 100pp;
175x150mm; 2008
Collection o original poems
written by the author between
December 2006 and April
2008, when she was undergo-
ing treatment for, and recov-
ering from, cancer. The 36
poems are grouped into three
sections: Love & Friendship;
Reflection & Celebration;
Worship and Praise. Book was
named ‘My Book of Christian
Significance for 2008’ by Fr
Gerard Dowling OAM. Col-
our photographs by the au-
thor’s son are included
throughout. Foreword by
Marie Berise Nash SM; intro-
duction by author. Author was
born in Colombo, Sri Lanka,
in 1935, emigrated to Aus-
tralia in 1986, and worked as
an actor for 40 years.

Test Everything: Hold fast
to what is good; Cardinal
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George Pell;Tess
Livingstone (editor);
ConnorCourt,
www.connorcourt.com; HB
(signed) $49.95
[9781921421389]; PB $34.95
[9781921421372]; 382pp;
210x150mm; 2010
Collection of 80 texts by Car-
dinal George Pell, Archbishop
of Sydney; primarily homilies
but also talks and pastoral let-
ters, ranging from 1984 to
2009 and delivered in venues
overseas as well as Australian.
The texts are arranged in eight
sections: Test Everything;
Forerunners; The One True
God; Jesus Christ, Our Re-
deemer; The Body of Christ;
Jesus’ Call to Follow; St Paul,
Missionary Trailblazer; Hold
Fast to What is Good. Each
section begins with an illustra-
tion by Brett Lethbridge, and
each text ends with a note of
the date, occasion and location
when it was first presented.
Simultaneously released in
paperback and limited edition
hardcover editions (the later
signed by the author). Fore-
word by James Francis Cardi-
nal Stafford; introductory note
by editor; 12 colour photos;
index. Editor previous wrote
the biography George Pell
(2002) and edited an earlier
collection of Cardinal Pell’s
texts, Be Not Afraid (2004).
She is a senior journalist and
leader writer for The Austral-
ian and The Weekend Austral-
ian.

Why the Rites of Reconcili-
ation Matter; Gerard
Moore; St Pauls; PB $14.95
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[9781921032875]; 78pp;
215x140mm; 2008
Presentation for the general
reader of the Catholic ap-
proach to forgiveness and rec-
onciliation. The first four
chapters provide a historical
study from biblical times un-
til the present day. Chapters 5
and 6 are an overview of the
current rites and devotions,
especially the Rite of Penance.
Concluding chapter reflects
on Christian wisdom regard-
ing reconciliation and the con-
tribution this can make to the
wider community. Glossary;
guide to further reading. Au-
thor is Director of Research
for the Sydney College of Di-
vinity, and has a doctorate in
theology from the Catholic
University of America, Wash-
ington DC. Other publications
include Eucharist and Justice
(2000) and Why the Mass
Matters: A guide to praying
the Mass (2004).

With Grateful Hearts! Mary
MacKillop and the Sisters of
St Joseph in Queensland,
1870-1970; Margaret M.
McKenna RSJ; Sisters of St
Joesph of the Sacred Heart,
PO Box 1508, North Sydney
2059, www.sosj.org.au; PB
$35 [9780646529455];
378pp; 200x145mm; 2010
Detailed history of the Sisters
of St Joseph of the Sacred
Heart in Queensland from

1870 to 1970. Documents the
contribution Mary MacKillop
and the sisters of her congre-
gation made to Catholic edu-
cation in Queensland. In-
cludes an account of the strug-
gle between MacKillop and
Queensland’s first bishop,
James Quinn, which culmi-
nated in the Josephites being
asked to leave the State in
1879. Also describes the
fractioning of Mary’s relation-
ship with her friend and co-
founder of the congregation,
Fr Julian Tenison Woods.
Foreword by Sr Anne Derwin,
Congregational Leader, Sis-
ters of St Joseph. Photos; foot-
notes; bibliography; appendi-
ces; index. Author is a
Josephite sister.

Women in Purple: Women
bishops in the Australia;
Muriel Porter; John
Garratt Publishing; PB
$24.95 [9781920721688];
62pp; 235x155mm; 2008
Volume 1, Number 2 in the
Voices: Quarterly Essays in
Religion in Australia series.
Account of the struggle for
women to be ordained in the
Anglican Church in Australia,
culminating in the ordination
of two women as bishops in
2008. Endnotes. Author is a
Melbourne writer and Angli-
can laywoman who has been
a leader in the movement for
women’s ordination in the

Anglican Church. Previous
publications include Women in
the Church: The great ordina-
tion debate in Australia
(1989) and The New Puritans:
The rise of fundamentalism in
the Anglican Church (2006).
The Women in the Catholic
Church in Australia: Reflec-
tions on Woman and Man ten
years on; Kimberly Davis;
others; Australian Catholic
Social Justice Council; PB
$6.60 [9781864203349];
47pp; 215x140mm; 2010
Number 67 in the Catholic
Social Justice series. In 1999,
the Australian Catholic Bish-
ops Conference published a
report on the results of a re-
search project into the place
of women in the life of the
Catholic Church in Australia:
Woman and Man: One in
Christ Jesus. This collection
of eight brief essays consider
what has been achieved in the
ten years since the report’s
publication, and highlight
what is yet to be achieved.
Contributors are Sandie Cor-
nish, Kimberly Davis, Beth
Doherty, Kari Hatherell,
Geraldine Hawkes, Helen
Mary Peters RSM, Therese
Vassarotti, Sonia Wagner
SGS, and Tricia Walsh. Fore-
word by ACSJC chairman,
Christopher Saunders, Bishop
of Broome. Endnotes; notes
on contributors.

Kevin Mark manages the Australasian information in the Global Books in
Print database and is former religious publisher for HarperCollins Publishers.
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PREPARING TO CELEBRATE THE LITURGY
OF THE WORD

July — October 2010

For the Sundays of Ordinary Time 14 to Ordinary Time 31 in Year C

Prepared by Michael Trainor

PART ONE: OVERVIEW OF THE READINGS

The following is a brief overview of the read-
ings of the Liturgy of the Word for major cel-
ebrations proclaimed while this issue of Com-
pass is current. It focuses on the readings for
Sundays between July and October, from the
Fourteenth to the Thirtieth First Sundays in
Ordinary Time of Year C. Please feel free to
use or adapt these reflections, with the cus-
tomary acknowledgement of source.
1. The First readings have been collated with
the theme of the Gospel in mind. While this might
lock these readings into a particular interpreta-
tion, the power of these important readings
should not be forgotten, especially as the Chris-
tian community and its homilist draws on their
unique, ancient insights always needing to be
celebrated. Two themes from these readings over
this period concern wisdom and wealth.

-During this time of the year (August—Oc-
tober), several readings are drawn from that
body of Old Testament literature called ‘Wis-
dom.” These are found in our readings from
Ecclesiastes, the Book of Wisdom, and Sirach—
also called ‘Ecclesiasticus’. Wisdom was a cen-
tral gift for the Israelite people, and reflected
God’s wisdom and presence among them. These
readings focus on several features of God’s
wisdom reflected in creation and among human
beings: The gift of wisdom itself (OT 18), com-
munion with God (OT 19), the need for dis-
cernment (OT 22), interiority (OT 23), God’s
concern for the poor (OT 30), and the all-per-
vading nature of God’s Spirit (OT 31).

-A second insight comes from the prophetic
literature (beginning in the 8" cent BCE with
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Amos, OT 19 & 26) and invites us to consider
the use of wealth and the exploitation of the
poor. This theme dovetails with appropriate
passages from Luke’s Gospel.

2. The Second Reading is drawn from the let-
ters of the New (Second) Testament. Only two
are from Paul himself. Philemon (OT 23) was
written by Paul in the mid 50s to a Christian
slave owner to welcome back his runaway slave,
Onesimus. Though Paul presumes the institu-
tion of slavery, his letter invites a way of relat-
ing based more on the Gospel and spirit of Je-
sus than social convention. Several other se-
lections for the second reading give us a feast
of passages drawn from letters written after
Paul’s death and called ‘post-Pauline.” These
early letters from households of Jesus disciples,
though conventionally attributed to Paul, were
written by one of his disciples: Colossians dated
in the late 60s or early 70s (OT 18), reflects on
the nature of Jesus and what he offers the Chris-
tian community. There are selections from two
other post-Pauline letters. These are more ex-
plicitly about pastoral issues concerning Chris-
tian leaders and their communities: / Timothy
(OT 25-26) and 2 Timothy (OT 27-30) are writ-
ten to address concerns about correct teaching,
fidelity to the tradition about Jesus and minis-
try stability. These letters written towards the
end of the first century CE indicate that the
Christian community was entering a new era in
its development and was passionate about en-
gaging Paul’s Gospel for a new time unforseen
by Paul himself.

3. The Gospel readings during August-Octo-
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ber are taken from Luke’s Gospel, and the sec-
tion of the gospel dealing with Jesus’ journey to
Jerusalem (Lk 9-19). Luke’s gospel presumes an
urban audience of c. 85 CE. The writer is keen
that Greco-Roman Christians are able to live
authentically in their world while deepening their
union with Jesus. The journey narrative of the
gospel (Lk 9-19) provides the evangelist with an
opportunity to explore the main attitudes which
disciples need in their following of Jesus in the
journey of daily living. These attitudes are about

possessions and wealth (OT 18, 23, 25, 26, 30)
sensitivity to God’s presence (OT 19), member-
ship in Jesus’ community (OT 28), hospitality
(OT 22, 31), mercy and forgiveness (OT 24),
faith (OT 27), and confident prayerfulness (OT
29). All these discipleship themes provide a con-
temporary Christian community with ways of re-
flecting on the vitality of its own life, and cel-
ebrating various local expressions of disciple-
ship. They continue to be relevant for Australian
followers of Jesus.

PART TWO: NOTES ON THE READINGS

July 4—Ordinary Time 14. Is 66:10-14.
God’s desire to comfort the disconsolate is tan-
gibly and powerfully expressed in this beauti-
ful hymn. Gal 6:14-18. Paul’s desire of his to-
tal union with Jesus, even in suffering. Lk 10:1-
12.17-20. Jesus sends his disciples on a diffi-
cult and, at times, unappreciated mission.
Theme—Union with Jesus. Paul exemplifies the
meaning of Christian living—union with Jesus
that permeates his whole life to the point that it
becomes a reflection of Jesus’ own life. There
are many examples of those who live this kind
of life today. These might be celebrated.

July 11—Ordinary Time 15: Dt 30:10-14.
Moses reminds the people that God’s Word
(‘Law’), is accessible, personal and interior.
Col 1:15-20. A powerful hymn to Jesus, God’s
expression of Sophia (‘Wisdom”), celebrating
his cosmic authority to reconcile all. Lk 10:25-
37. A parable that subverts the traditional and
expected patterns of preferential behavior.
Theme—Qur World: From Colossians, Jesus’
presence imbues the whole universe. There-
fore the world is good. This challenges the
conventional commercial and industrial treat-
ment of our world. It also invites us to em-
brace a spirit of reconciliation.

July 18—Ordinary Time 16: Gen 18:1-10.
Abraham offers hospitality to unexpected and
unrecognised angelic visitors, and is blessed.
Col 1:24-28. The writer encourages a dispo-
sition to make God’s Word fully known, to
teach through Jesus in all wisdom and bring
others to genuine maturity. Lk 10:38-42. Luke
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offers us a snapshot of ministerial tension, to
get all the work done or focus on Jesus. The
encouragement is to focus on Jesus in the midst
of life’s concerns. Theme—Hospitality. A life
of busyness and time of upheaval can leave us
diving for self-survival. The readings (First
Reading and Gospel) encourage a disposition
of hospitality practically open to others and
essentially focussed on God.

July 25—Ordinary Time 17: Gen 18:20-32.
God is revealed as compassionate, forgiving and
conversational. Col 2:6-14. The writer cel-
ebrates the communion that the baptised Chris-
tian shares with Jesus. Lk 11:1-13. This is
Luke’s insight into Jesus’ teaching on prayer.
Theme—Communion with God. Two readings
(First Reading and Gospel) invite reflection on
the centrality of prayer in our lives, as conver-
sation with a God who is open. In a NT
highpoint, Colossians presents Jesus as God’s
tangible expression in bodily form. Both themes
are important and complementary. They invite
us into communion with God through Jesus.
August 1—Ordinary Time 18: Eccl/ 1:2;
2:21-23. The ancient wisdom-poet asks: What
is true Wisdom after all our labouring? Col
3:1-5, 9-11. The writer encourages our focus
to be on Jesus. This brings about renewal. Lk
12:13-21. Jesus warns against a greed that
forgets about what is most important, true life.
Theme—Wisdom: We celebrate the gift of wis-
dom which God offers us, through this com-
munity and our union with Jesus. Wisdom is a
gift necessary at a time when we seem con-
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cerned with other issues of justice, peace and
well-being. What is the wisdom that this com-
munity needs today?

August 8—Ordinary Time 19: Wisdom 18.6-
9. God invites the holy people of God to be
blessed by divine wisdom. Heb 11:1-2, 8-19.
A beautiful and powerful narrative of the faith
as lived by Israel’s ancestors. Lk 12:32-48
Disciples are encouraged to be alert to God’s
coming. Theme—Being Blessed. We are
blessed by God, who walks with us in faith as
we journey through life. We are alert to God’s
presence around us which is revealed in this
community and its elders.

August 15—Assumption: : Rv 1]: [9a; 12:
1-6a. 10ab. This is a tricky reading. Conven-
tionally, it has been taken as referring literally
to Mary (the ‘woman adorned with the sun’).
Rather, through theological poetry and apoca-
lyptic imagery, the seer John (not the John of
the Gospel) presents us with an image of God’s
people faithful, resolute, protected and flour-
ishing, in the image of the woman. ‘She was
pregnant and in labour’./ Cor 15: 20-27. Jesus
is the first fruit of all who believe. Mary is also
the fruit of faith, liturgically celebrated today
in her assumption. Lk 1: 39-56. Mary, Luke’s
first and foundational disciple for Jesus’ house-
hold of disciples, greets Elizabeth who is also
pregnant, and then sums up in her song a theol-
ogy of God’s liberation. Theme—Liberation.
The Assumption is a celebration of Mary’s fi-
delity to Jesus. As Jesus’ pre-eminent and
foundational disciple, she too shares in the fruits
ofhis resurrection. As disciple, she reveals what
awaits us. Can we identify now signs of this
liberation or ‘assumption’ into God’s life?
August 22—Ordinary Time 21: Is 66:18-21.
God’s vision for community. Heb 12:5-7,11-
13. The writer’s encouragement and reassurance
to those who suffer. Lk 13:22-30. The unex-
pected and unpredictable membership in Jesus’
community of disciples Theme—Community:
An important moment to reflect on the mean-
ing of true religious community, to encourage
inclusion and to identify those who might be
excluded from our parish or community life.
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August 29—Ordinary Time 22: Sirach 3:17-
20, 28-29. An encouragement towards living
humbly with our focus on God and others,
rather than from arrogance. Heb 12:18-19,22-
24. Acclamation of God’s nature and ourselves
as ‘citizens’ of the ‘city of the living God. Lk
14:1.7-14. A story about honour and inclusive
hospitality set in Lk’s Greco-Roman world of
social etiquette and status. Theme—Eucharis-
tic hospitality. The Gospel offers an opportu-
nity to celebrate the way the local community
is inclusive, and expresses this liturgically.
Who are those touched by this Eucharist? How
does this Eucharist touch the local community,
the nation, the world and cosmos?
September 5—Ordinary Time 23: Wis 9:13-
18. This song celebrates Wisdom, God’s gift
is revealed in the world and known by human
beings. Philemon 9-10.12-17. Paul encourages
Philemon to welcome back his runaway slave,
Onesimus, as ‘a beloved brother.” Lk 14.:25-
33. The disciple is focussed on Jesus and noth-
ing compromises this relationship. Theme—
Riches and poverty. Luke challenges a world
that sees possessions as a sign of divine bless-
ing or favour. The gospel invites us to know a
deeper wisdom celebrated in the first reading.
Can we celebrate those local heroes, perhaps
unnamed or unrecognised, who live by wis-
dom and from a sense of total commitment to
God and God’s community?

September 12—Ordinary Time 24: Ex 32.7-
11,13-14 Moses intercedes to God on behalf
of the people. /7im 1:12-17. Jesus reveals
God’s mercy; we live out of and reflect this same
mercy to others. Lk 15:1-32. Luke’s central
parables about mercy and forgiveness. This is
the heart of Luke’s Gospel. Though tempted,
don’t shorten the reading. The elder brother’s
conduct needs reflection. Theme—~Mercy. Every
Eucharist is a celebration of forgiveness and
mercy. This gift, from God, is needed in our
world today. Mercy and forgiveness rather than
vindictiveness and enmity are encouraged.
.September 19—Ordinary Time 25: Amos
8:4-7. The prophet names unjust practices that
target the poor. 17im 2:1-8. The writer urges
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prayers for civic leaders and the centrality of
Jesus in the act of intercession with God. Lk
16:1-13. The steward acts to ensure that he
will always be welcomed into village life.
Acting judiciously brings acclaim to his mas-
ter and a new appraisal. Theme—Acting Justly.
The weak, poor and marginalised are victims
of exploitation in our nation. We are invited
to name those victimised and be advocates of
the exploited. This Eucharist joins us to Jesus
and the wider community of the just; we are
in communion with all who suffer.
September 26—Ordinary Time 26: Amos
6:1a,4-7 The prophet targets those who ben-
efit from the exploitation of the poor. /7im
6:11-16. Alate first century NT summary about
Jesus’ ministry and exaltation. Lk 16:19-31.
Jesus’ challenging parable about how wealth
must be used to alleviate the needs of the poor.
Theme—Use of Wealth. In Luke’s day, a
wealthy person was a greedy person. The read-
ings encourage us not to be possessed by our
possessions but to use them for others.
October 3—Ordinary Time 27: Hab 1:2-3;
2:2-4. The prophet cries to God for deliver-
ance from violence. God offers a vision of the
possible. 2 Tim 1:6-8, 13-14. The leader is
encouraged to be a person of integrity, reflec-
tion and trust. Lk 17:5-10 The disciple is en-
couraged to be a person of faith who acts au-
thentically. Theme—Acting in Faith. In aworld
of violence, the disciple is encouraged to re-
tain a perspective and trust centred on God.
Local communities abound with living exam-
ples of such contemporary disciples.
October 10—Ordinary Time 28: 2 Kings
5:14-17. A Syrian (and foreign) army-officer
obeys God’s prophet from Israel and is healed
of leprosy. He seeks to offer the prophet a gift
for his healing. 2 Tim 2:8-13. A revered early
Christian hymn about Jesus that encourages
closeness to him. Lk 17:11-19. Jesus heals
those who are excluded from community life
because of their disease. Theme—EXxclusion:
The first reading and the Gospel invite a re-
flection on the power of exclusion which suf-

fering and illness brings. How does the local
Christian community seek to include those who
are excluded into its life? Who are the true
healers in our community?

October 17—Ordinary Time 29. Ex [7:§-
13. Moses’ prayer for victory is effective. 2
Tim 3:14-4:2. The minister is encouraged to
be faithful to what has been taught, to Scrip-
ture, and to the task of courageous proclama-
tion. Lk 18:1-8. Anunnamed widow’s persist-
ence gains justice and response from an elite
judge. Theme—Prayer: The Eucharist is the
local church’s moment of prayer for and un-
ion with all humanity and creation. What are
the current situations and events that could be
the focus of our Eucharist celebration and in-
tercession today?

October 24—Ordinary Time 30 Sirach
35:15-17,20-22. According to the wisdom
writer, God shows deference to the poor whose
prayer ‘pierces’ the clouds. 2 Tim 4:6-8, 16-18.
The writer affirms God’s fidelity in a time of
suffering and trial. Lk 18:9-14. Jesus’ God sub-
verts the socially expectation of favour and
privilege. Theme—God listens. God responds
to our cries in times of difficulty, loneliness and
distress. God seeks to be with all who struggle.
What makes us sad? What is difficult?
October 31—Ordinary Time 31: Wis 11: 22
—12: 2. Asong about God’s wisdom, patience,
love and forgiveness for humanity. 2 Thes I:
11 — 2: 2. The writer prays that his audience
will be faithful to their call, reveal God to oth-
ers and remain patient for God’s final coming.
Lk 19: 1-10. Zacchaeus’ conversion is a sym-
bol of the conversion needed in the potential
disciple: open to change, ready for justice, and
available to provide hospitality. Theme—Open-
ness. The second reading readies us for the fi-
nal weeks of the year as we turn our thoughts to
the many ways that God comes into our lives.
Zacchaeus in today’s Gospel expresses this
openness in action. And it surprises everyone.
Where are the surprising expressions of open-
ness to God revealed to us by others in our faith
or civic communities?

—Michael Trainor, School of Theology, Flinders University at the Adelaide College of Divinity.
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